(Your Street address)
(City, State, Zip)

Mr. Horacio Tablada
Director
Maryland Department of the Environment
Land Management Administration
1800 Washington Boulevard
Baltimore, MD 21230-1718

Dear Director Tablada:

I am writing to support the hearing testimony and written comments of the Piney Orchard Community Association and Crofton First regarding the application for a Rubble Landfill Refuse Disposal Permit No. 2003-WRF-0580 by Tolson & Associates, LLC.

I strongly oppose the approval of this Refuse Disposal Permit and urge the Department of Environment to DENY it.  MDE should deny the permit because of the numerous connections between the apparent applicant, Tolson & Associates, LLC, a shell company with no prior experience in landfill management, and Cunningham Excavating Company, an applicant that was denied an expansion application in 2000 for this same site because of past activities that violated State laws and regulations on rubble landfills.

In fact, this application is a de facto expansion of the Cunningham Rubble Landfill site (1993-WRF-0020).  The applicant’s ownership includes individuals who were involved with and managed Cunningham Excavating, who have managed or been employed by other corporate entities owned by the beneficial owners of Cunningham Excavating, or who are family members of James Cunningham.

The applicant has tried to circumvent the public protection against past environmental violators provided by Md. Code Ann. §9-212.1.  Under this law, the Department of Environment may deny an application for a permit for a sanitary landfill system to any nongovernmental person if:

(1)   The owner of the land, the operator, or the applicant has violated:
(i)   Any law of this State or any other state concerning sanitary landfills; or
(ii)   Any regulation or permit condition of this State or any other state concerning sanitary landfills; or
(2)   The Department finds that operation of the sanitary landfill system would harm public health or the environment.
After the previous application was denied, the applicant devised a complex “smoke and mirrors” corporate structure, involving family members and business associates involved with Cunningham Excavating and other companies in which James Cunningham has a business interest but ownership of the land on which the landfill would be located has not effectively changed.  Given the land ownership by James Cunningham and the connections to his family members in the Tolson & Associates, LLC corporate structure, the Department should include the past environmental violations associated with the previous application (1993-WRF-0020) and deny this application as well.

Sincerely,

_______________ (signature)

(print name)
